STPETER'S SCHOQ,
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Dear Parents and Carers, N

The nights are drawing in, and while it may now be dark when the alarm rings, there’s no shortage of
energy here at school! If you're counting down the days to half term, | hope this update gives you
something to look forward to. I'd like to start with the great news that we have officially been recognised
as a Platinum Woodland Trust School - a perfect annoiuncement when we had a successful Outdoor

Learning morning this week. This is year's of hard work to get this recognition.

Don’t forget any harvest donations for Kettering Foodbank to the Office by Monday please.

And here’s your one-week notice: time to find a shoe lace, raid the local parks, and start hunting for the
best conkers ahead of our much-loved House Conker Championships. Early rounds take place in the

final week of term, with the Grand Final on the very last afternoon; always a highlight of Michaelmas!
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" EYFS & Lower School Harvest Supper — Monday, 6th October
Don’t forget, our Harvest Supper is this coming Monday.

e Timings: Lower School children can stay after school (at no extra cost) or, if collected, should be
back in by 5.15pm.

e Food: We'll be serving a hearty chilli con carne with autumnal pudding for parents in the Small
Dining Hall at 5.00pm.

e Performances: At 5.30pm, the children will share harvest songs and poems. Seating will be
cosy!
Children’s tea: The children will have a picnic tea prepared for them.
Siblings: Any siblings in Late Club can join from 5.30pm for the performances.
Donations: Thank you for your generosity; your harvest donations will be displayed in the hall
before being taken to Kettering Foodbank.

@ Halloween Disco - Friday, 17th October

A big thank you to the many parents who stepped forward to make this happen, the children are going

to love it.

When: Friday, 17th October, 5.45pm

Where: Headlands Gate drop-off, pick-up by 7.00pm

Optional: Fancy dress if your child wishes.

For parents: Drinks and music in the Cedar Hub — enjoy some time together, child-free, if you
wish!

= Share Your Work — Monday, 13th October

Parents are warmly invited to come into classrooms after school and see what your child has been

working on this term.

e Teachers will be available until 5.00pm.
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e Please remember this is not a formal parents’ evening, if you need more in-depth discussions,
do book a separate appointment.
e Once dismissed, children are in your care on-site.

Little Cedars

Our Little Cedars baby group runs every Tuesday morning in the Hub from 9.00am. If you have little
ones not yet at Preschool, or know friends who might be interested, please spread the word. It's a

relaxed, welcoming group with lots of fun activities.
= School Nurse Coffee Morning

A big thank you to those who supported the School Nurse Coffee Morning this week. It was a valuable

chance to share advice and strengthen our parent—nurse partnership.
Staff Spotlight: Welcome Miss Blakman!

We have several new starters to introduce over the coming weeks, and we begin with someone who

has already made a wonderful impression, our Year 5 Class Teacher — Miss Blakeman.

After studying at Durham University, where she achieved a First-Class degree in Education, Miss
Blakeman moved back to Northamptonshire this summer from the North East. Her experiences are as
broad as they are inspiring: she has travelled extensively, spending time in the Galapagos Islands and
Ecuador, where she taught English. Beyond the classroom, Miss Blakman is a true polymath. She
played Lacrosse at university, is a talented guitarist (Mrs Palmer has her in her sights for Orchestra
already 4)7), and is fluent in British Sign Language. She also finds time to volunteer as a shift leader
with the Samaritans, a role she describes as hugely rewarding. Closer to home, Miss Blakman’s path to
St Peter’s was rather serendipitous; she was ‘Googling schools’ and, when she found our website, said
she simply had to work here. We couldn’t agree more! A black belt, second dan in karate (so watch
out!), a self-proclaimed good skier (is this a hint for a ski trip?), and someone who brings energy and
passion both inside and outside the classroom, Miss Blakeman has already fitted right in. Though this is
her first Prep School, it feels like she’s always been part of St P’s. Please join us in giving her the

warmest of welcomes; we’re delighted to have her on the team.
Pumpkins for Disco @

You may have heard whispers of a pumpkin competition organised by the Friends of St Peter’s! While
this isn’t something we’ll be doing during the school day, we’d love families to get involved if you have
the time. It’s all just a bit of fun; there will be a prize for the best design, and you can take part in two

ways:

e 0= Bring in your decorated pumpkin on the last day of term to display on the front steps of
Sunnylands for the Halloween Disco.
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e ® Or upload a photo of your pumpkin design on Google Classroom.

Pumpkins can be carved, decorated, or even drawn if carving isn’t an option. Please note we won'’t be

putting real candles in any pumpkins brought to school.

As Halloween falls during half term, we’ll share the photos with everyone after the break. We look

forward to seeing your creativity shine!
“| Dates for Your Diary

6th Oct — Harvest Supper (EYFS & Lower School)
13th Oct — Share Your Work (Reception—Year 6)
17th Oct — Halloween Disco, 5.45pm

17th Nov — Year 2 Class Assembly

21st Nov — Children in Need

24-25th Nov — Parent-Teacher Consultations

1st Dec — Year 4 Class Assembly

3rd Dec — EYFS Nativity

10th Dec — Michaelmas House Games

12th Dec — Carol Service at St Peter & St Paul

Have a lovely weekend, and thank you as ever for your support and enthusiasm for all that we do
together. | hope lots of you are looking forward to the EYFS and Lower School Harvest Supper on
Monday. Food will be at 5pm prompt and the performance is at 5.30pm. Finally, a huge congratulations
to one of our families who welcomed twins this week. We can't wait to meet them, older sister has told

us all about them.

Regards
Mr Thomas

Headteacher
<~ Next week’s menu is available here: www.st-peters.org.uk/menu
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" EYFS & Lower School Harvest Supper — Monday, 6th October
Don’t forget, our Harvest Supper is this coming Monday.

e Timings: Lower School children can stay after school (at no extra cost) or, if collected, should be
back in by 5.15pm.

e Food: We'll be serving a hearty chilli con carne with autumnal pudding for parents in the Small
Dining Hall at 5.00pm.

e Performances: At 5.30pm, the children will share harvest songs and poems. Seating will be
cosy!
Children’s tea: The children will have a picnic tea prepared for them.
Siblings: Any siblings in Late Club can join from 5.30pm for the performances.
Donations: Thank you for your generosity; your harvest donations will be displayed in the hall
before being taken to Kettering Foodbank.

@ Halloween Disco - Friday, 17th October

A big thank you to the many parents who stepped forward to make this happen, the children are going

to love it.
e When: Friday, 17th October, 5.45pm
e Where: Headlands Gate drop-off, pick-up by 7.00pm
e Optional: Fancy dress if your child wishes.
e For parents: Drinks and music in the Cedar Hub — enjoy some time together, child-free, if you

wish!

= Share Your Work — Monday, 13th October

Parents are warmly invited to come into classrooms after school and see what your child has been

working on this term.

Teachers will be available until 5.00pm.
Please remember this is not a formal parents’ evening, if you need more in-depth discussions,
do book a separate appointment.

e Once dismissed, children are in your care on-site.

Little Cedars
Our Little Cedars baby group runs every Tuesday morning in the Hub from 9.00am. If you have little

ones not yet at Preschool, or know friends who might be interested, please spread the word. It's a

relaxed, welcoming group with lots of fun activities.

= School Nurse Coffee Morning
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A big thank you to those who supported the School Nurse Coffee Morning this week. It was a valuable

chance to share advice and strengthen our parent—nurse partnership.
Staff Spotlight: Welcome Miss Blakman!

We have several new starters to introduce over the coming weeks, and we begin with someone who

has already made a wonderful impression, our Year 5 Class Teacher — Miss Blakeman.

After studying at Durham University, where she achieved a First-Class degree in Education, Miss
Blakeman moved back to Northamptonshire this summer from the North East. Her experiences are as
broad as they are inspiring: she has travelled extensively, spending time in the Galapagos Islands and
Ecuador, where she taught English. Beyond the classroom, Miss Blakman is a true polymath. She
played Lacrosse at university, is a talented guitarist (Mrs Palmer has her in her sights for Orchestra
already %), and is fluent in British Sign Language. She also finds time to volunteer as a shift leader
with the Samaritans, a role she describes as hugely rewarding. Closer to home, Miss Blakman’s path to
St Peter’s was rather serendipitous; she was ‘Googling schools’ and, when she found our website, said
she simply had to work here. We couldn’t agree more! A black belt, second dan in karate (so watch
out!), a self-proclaimed good skier (is this a hint for a ski trip?), and someone who brings energy and
passion both inside and outside the classroom, Miss Blakeman has already fitted right in. Though this is
her first Prep School, it feels like she’s always been part of St P’s. Please join us in giving her the

warmest of welcomes; we’re delighted to have her on the team.
Pumpkins for Disco @

You may have heard whispers of a pumpkin competition organised by the Friends of St Peter’s! While
this isn’t something we’ll be doing during the school day, we’d love families to get involved if you have
the time. It’s all just a bit of fun; there will be a prize for the best design, and you can take part in two

ways:

e 2= Bring in your decorated pumpkin on the last day of term to display on the front steps of
Sunnylands for the Halloween Disco.
e ® Or upload a photo of your pumpkin design on Google Classroom.
Pumpkins can be carved, decorated, or even drawn if carving isn’t an option. Please note we won’t be

putting real candles in any pumpkins brought to school.

As Halloween falls during half term, we’ll share the photos with everyone after the break. We look

forward to seeing your creativity shine!
=] Dates for Your Diary

e 6th Oct — Harvest Supper (EYFS & Lower School)
13th Oct — Share Your Work (Reception—Year 6)
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17th Oct — Halloween Disco, 5.45pm

17th Nov — Year 2 Class Assembly

21st Nov — Children in Need

24-25th Nov — Parent-Teacher Consultations
1st Dec — Year 4 Class Assembly

3rd Dec — EYFS Nativity

10th Dec — Michaelmas House Games

12th Dec — Carol Service at St Peter & St Paul

Have a lovely weekend, and thank you as ever for your support and enthusiasm for all that we do
together. | hope lots of you are looking forward to the EYFS and Lower School Harvest Supper on
Monday. Food will be at 5pm prompt and the performance is at 5.30pm. Finally, a huge congratulations
to one of our families who welcomed twins this week. We can't wait to meet them, older sister has told

us all about them.

Regards
Mr Thomas

Headteacher
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